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My dear Brethren and Pariſhioners, 
Avins oftentimes from the 
| 1 Pulpic, and alſo in your pri- 
vate Houſes, earneſtly re- 
1 commended to you, the great, 
but much neglected Duty, of ſerving 
Go by publick Prayers in your Fa- 
milies; as one of the beſt means of 
promoting Piety and Religion a- 
mongſt us; and to the Neglect of 
which, we may juſtly aſcribe a large 
Share of the Prophaneneſs and Immo- 
rality of the preſent Age; and bav- 
ing with much Concern obſerved, 
that as ſome amongſt you are not 
willing to be at the Pains, ſo others 
are not able to chooſe for themſelves 
proper and ſuitable- Prayers upon 
ſuch Occafions, and that too often 
this unhappy Neglect has proceeded 
from the want of a Prazer Book: In 
order therefore te- leave no room for 
any Excuſe hereafter, I have for the 
greater caſe and Benefit of ſuch a- 
mongſt you, (who ſtand in need of 


ſuch an A ſſiſtance) procured the ſol 


lowing Prayers to be printed; which 
are chiefly taken out of the moſt ex- 
cellent Liturgy of our Church. 
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A LETTER, Goc. 


And becauſe the conſcientious Care 


of your private Families is a Matter, 
wherein, not only your own, but the 
Happineſs of the Publick is greatly 


concern'd, and is indeed the Foun- 


dation upon which all other Duties 


_ of Religion do in a great Mea ſure de- 


end, (this being as it were the Nur- 
ſery, wherein the firſt Seeds of Vir- 


tne or Vice, are fown in the Minds 
of Men; and where your Children 
receive with greateſt Eaſe, the car- 


lieft and happieſt Impreſſions of Re- 


ligion) U ſhall take leave to preſe this 


neceſſary, but much negle&ed Duty 
of Family Prayer, upon yoar Con- 


fciences, by laying before you, 


Furt, Your Obligations to the 
Performance of this Duty. 


Secondly, The great Advantages 


and Bleffings that will attend you, 
and all under your Care, in the con- 


ſcientious Diſcharge of i, 
As to the Firſt; we have ſuch full 


and comprehenſive Proofs, both from 


Scripture, and the reaſonableneſs of 


this Duty, that I believe no Chriſti- 


Matt, xxvi. 


4. 


Luke 
xviii, I, 


an will diſpute the Obligation of it; 


Our S aviova Commands us to 


Watch and Pray, that we enter not 
into Temptation. And sgain he tells 
us, that Men ought always to N, 
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= and not to Faint. Be careful for no- 
thing (lays St. Paul) but in every phil iv.6. 
thing by Prayer and Supplication, 
with T hanksgiving,tet your Requeſts 
Te naae knomsn unto GOD. In other Rom. xii 
Places he commands us to continue 2 
. enflantin Prayer, to Pray without 1. Theſſy. 
ceaſing, and to Fa every where, lift-17. 
ing up holy Hangs, which general 1. Tim. ii. 
E xpreſſions, tho* they may as wells. 5 
be underſtood, of the private Prayers 
of good Men, as of thoſe which are 
perform'd in a more pyblick Manner : 
And tho* they do not ip direct Words 
command the Performance of this 
Duty in our Families, yet that this 
is implyed in thoſe general Exhorta -; 
tions, will ſufficiently appear fram 
that great and glorious Encourage- 
ment, which our $Aaviouk has 
expreſly annexed to our mote pub- 
lick Adorations of Gon. Ne 
$0u.(ſays he) Shall agree on Earth, 
as touching any, thing that they | 
all ak, at ſhall be done for them - 
of mp Fatber which is in Heaven, 5 
for where two or three are gathered E 
rogether in my Name, there am 1 it | 
the n oo. i: 
hut if this Argument for Fami- 
ly Prayer ſhauld be thought to ſtand 
in need of any further Proof to clear 
it up. Be pleaſed to canfider, Se- 
„ A 3 conan 
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5 | A LETTER, c. 9 
rondly, That good Men have always 
look'd upon this as a neceſſary Du- 


ty, and that accordingly it bas been 


the conſtant Practice of the Beſt of 


SGop's Servants, ever ſince Religion 
bath been planted in the World; and 
certainly the Practice of ſuch Men, 
muſt be allow'd to be the moſt con- 


vincing and ſatis factory Interpretati- 


on of GO pD's Will in ſuch a Caſe. 

When God promiſed Abraham, 

that he would Bleſ him, and make 

his Name Great, and that All the 
Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſ- 

' ſed in him; he gives this as a Rea- 
ſon for his directing fo great an Ho- 
Gen.xviii. nour to him; For I know him (ſays 
18, 19. Go p) that he will command his 
Children, and his Houſe after him, 


and they ſhall keep the Way of the - 


Tora, to do Fuſtice and Judgment. 


This great Patriarch was' careful to 


keep up the Worſhip and Fear of 


| Gov, in his own Family, and this 


was & good Reaſon in Gop's Ac- 
Gen. xii, Count, 207 only for bleſſing bim, but 
3. that all the Families of the Earth 


Jhould be bleged in bim. | 
And ſuch was the Diſcipline un- 
der which Chriſtians were brought 
up in the Primitive Church, that all 
poſſible Care was taken for the re- 
gular and punctual Diſcharge of thoſe 
CE Duties 


* - 


A-LEFTER, 0%. 
Duties in which their private Fami- 
lies were concerned: At their firſt 
riſing in the Morning, they were d 
wont to meet together, and to betake | 
themſelves to Prayer; to praiſe Gon 
for the ProteQion and Refreſhment 
of the Night, and to beg his Grace 
and Bleſſing for the following Day; 
And this was done by the Maſter of 
the Houſe, unleſs' ſome Miniſter of 
Religion were. preſent. They met Chriſoſt. 
again at nine, at twelve, and at three Hom. 1. 
in the Afterneon. And at Night, de preca- 
before their going to Reſt, their Fa- By N 
mily was again called to Prayer. 5. 
Theſe were their uſual Hours of 
Prayer, in which they punQually 
perform'd their Family Devotions. 
Nay, fo careful they were to inſtill Cyprian. 
Religion betimes into the Minds of de Orar. 
their Children and others, that it Dom. p. 
| ſeemed to grow up, and mix it ſelf 196. 
with their ordinary Labours and 
Recreations; ſo that as St. Hierom Hierom, 
informs us, you cou'd not go into the Epiſt. 
Field, but you might hear the Plow- ad Marcel. 
man at his Hallelnjabs, the Mower Tom. I. 
at his Hymns, and the Vine-dreſſer P **7- 
finging the P/alms of David. | 
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| I have one Thing more to offer 
| | to you upon this Head, which Iam 
- | fare either will, or ought to have 
its weight with you, 3 


| Cena 


A LETTER, Cc. 


- Confider then that your Families 


ate 4 Truſt committed to your Care 
and Management by Almighty Gop, 


a Truſt of which he will one Day 


exakt a molt ſevere Account, and 
that (if any of them miſcarry thro? 
your means or neglect) he will cer: 

Hands. ow cal md ig; oh 
Conlider alſo, That your Chil- 
dren, whom I am chiefly. recom- 


tainly require their Blood at your 


mending to your Care, are a Part of 


your ſelves; and as you have been 


tho Means of bringing them into this 


World., into a State of great Trials, 
and powerful Temptations; (where 


they muſt work hard, and Labour 
mightily for their eternal State, if 
ever they expect to be happy in it) 
that it will be a maſt unnatural Cru · 


elty in you, not eq make à ſyitable 


Proviſion fer ſuch Creatures. 
You are miſtaken, if you think 


that you have done your Parts, when 


you have fed and cloathed them; 
The Soul may be ſtarved as well 
as the Body, and the Conſequence 
_ ought to be much more dreadful to 
your Apprehenfions. And can you 
look upon your ſelves as: kind and 


good Parents, if you ſuffer your Chil. 


dren to beeternally undone by your 


Neglects? With what Shame and 


Horcour 


Is 


A LETTER, Ge. 
Horrour will you look upon your own 
Guilt in the other World, to hear 
your Children crying out to Gop a- 
gainſt you, and laying their Blood, 
theireverlaſting Ruin at your Doors; 


for negleQting to train them up in 


the Fear of Gon, by a faithſul Di ſ- 
charge of thoſe Duties which you 
oe to your Familie. 
And thus 1 hope l bave ſaid e- 
nougb, in a few Words to convince 
you of the Obligations you are un- 
der of performing the Duty of pub- 
lick Prayers in your Families. I 
 Seconaly, To lay before you ſome 
of thoſe Advantages and Bleflingy, 
which will attend you, and all under 
your Care, in the conſcientious Dif- 
charge of this Duty. | 5 
And, Firſt, It cannot, I think. be 
denied, but that this is one of the 
moſt effectual Means, of keeping 
Mens Minds in a truly Pious and 
Chriſtian Temper, and conſequent- 
ly a great help towards reforming; 
the World, which is at prefent ex- 
treamly corrupt, and ſeems every 
Day to grow: worſe. rn 155 
For by thus addteſſing our ſelves 
conſtantly to Gop in our Families, - 
we are taught to live with an entire 
Submiſſion to his Providence, _ 
1 hs Ce 
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Dependance upon his Goodneſs. 


When we confeſs before him, that 


we have offended him, by a willful 


Violation of bis Laws, this will im- 


print on our Minds, a great Senſe of 
our unworthineſs and ingratitude to 


the beſt of Beings ; it will humble 


us in our own Eyes, for acting ſo far 


below our Nature, and make us 


more cautious and careful of our 
Conduct for the Time to come. 


When we offer up our Petitions 
as we ought, this cannot. but. raiſe 


in our Minds the nobleſt Thoughts 
of the infinite Perfect ions of God, 
of his Soveraignity and Power, of his 
Goodneſs and Mercy. to all his Crea- 
tures: We cannot bur look upon that 


Being, to whom we preſent our Pray- 
ers, as one who knows, ard ſees into 


all our Deſigns and A& ions; as one 


Who has his Eye continually fix'd 


upon us, and from whoſe Preſence 


we are not able to flee; For other- 
wiſe it would be in vain to pray to 


him. Now theſe(tit muſt be allow'd) 
are great Motives to Virtue, and 
Powerful Reſtraints toi Sin, and it 
will not be eaſy for any one to break 
through them; Nay, they can ſcarce 
indeed fail of having a moſt happy 


influence upon our whole Behaviour, 
of checking us in all our little pri- 
hy va te 
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vate Deſigns of Malice and Revenge, 
and in a Word, of putting us in Mind, 
that we ought to make it our chief 
Endeavour in this World, to pleaſe 
and obey Gor. 1 
Secondly, By performing this Duty 
conſtantly, we ſhall have the Plea- 


ſure of knowing, that all the Souls 


committed to our Care, do at leaſt 
pay, open and publick Homage to 
Almighty Go p every Day. And 
indeed without this, we can have 
no reaſonable Aﬀurance that they 
| ſerve Gop at all. For what be- 
tween” the: Forgetfulneſs of ſome 3 
the | Coldneſs and indifference. of 
others in Matters of Religion, and 
the uſual Hurry of worldly Buſineſs 
that moſt Men are engaged in, we 
ſhall find ( I fear) upon a juſt En- 
quiry, that there is very little pri- 
vate Devotion in that Family, 
where Go p is not worſhipp'd in 8 
publick Way. © Gi . 
- Thirdly, It is « common, and I be- 
lieve « very juſt” Obſervation, that 
few Men are happy in their Chil- 
dren . or. Servants, and that often- 
time a Man's worſt: Enemies, are 
they f hig own: Houſe 5 and the 
Reaſon I: think is very plain, they 
take little or no Care of their Fa- 
milies; they inſt ill no ian 85 
n | —_ 


| A LETTER, . 
5 of Religion and Virtue into them 
* when they are Young, and their 

TY Minds tender and plyable, and ea- 

| pable of receiving the impreſſions of 

Good or Evil. And he muſt be 


- far adutyful Child, or an honeſt and 
faithful Servant from ſuch ſad Re- 
ginnings 28 theſe. 2 50 a 


their own Happinefs, as to ohlige 
all under their influence to an or- 
derly and regular Performance of 
Family Duties; IM they would thus 
train them up in the Way in hich 
bey ſhould Walk, we bave all tha 
\caſon in the World to believe,thes 
zb hen they are old, they wall na 
depart from in; and thus wo ſhould 
| be blefled with dutiſul Children, 
Fs and faithfyl Servane. 
3 © Forrebly and Zaſbly, If you he- 
| lieve that & on governs this World, 
| that his Providence is conderned nat 
ES only in the great Changes, and Re- 
| volutions of the World, but extends 
even to ſuch minute and inconſiden 
able Events, that. tho very Haine of 
Four Heads ave Numòred, and that 
| 8 Sparrow oannot fall ta rhe Ground 
4 aii hoett his Knowledge; If is is 
6. Sam. 2. Gov that file and Mater aliur 
5 ½%8. that  bringeth dun W 
5 an 


| | very Sanguine indeed, who can hepe 


ere Men would fo far confal || 


A 0 ln, WS 8 IF we EU I EEE TT 


Fl 


A LETTER, &c. 


and bringeth up; that małeth Poor, 
and maketh Rich; that bringeth 
low, and lifteth up, that raiſeth 
the poor out of the Duſt, and lift- 
eth up the Beggar from the Dung- 
Bill. In a Word, if it is Go p, from 
whom all your Bleſſings are derived, 
and from whoſe Hands you receive 
Evil. If you ſeriouſly believe all this, 
ſurely I need not tell you, that it 
is your intereſt, as well as Duty, 
by the fervent and united Prayers 
of all thoſe under your influence 
and Care, to have daily Recourſe 
to that great and powerfull Being, 
to engage him in the Favour and 
Protection of you and your Families, 
and in every Thing by Prayers and 
Supplication t, with T hankſzivings, 
to let your Requeſts be made known en 
unto GOD, That he may Bleſs thee Phil. iv. 6. 
in the City, and bleſs thee in the 
Field; bleſs thee in the Fruit of I 
thy Body, and the Fruit of thy 1 
Ground, and the Fruit of thy Cat- 
tle, and the Tucreaſe of thy Kine, and 
the Flocks of thy Sheep; That he 
may bleſs thee in thy Basket, and vii 
thy Store; bleſs thee when thou p 6.8, | 
comeſt in, and bleſs thee when thou © | 
goeſt out, and that the LORD <9 
may bleſs thee in all thou ſetteſt | N 
thine Hand unto. — 
And 
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A LETTER, G. 
And therefore to conclude, let me 


1 you in the Name of Gon, 


that you will not think it too great 
4 Tribute to py to him who mado. 
you, and daily heaps his. Bleflings 
upon you; to lay out a few Mi- 


nutes of that Time, which, he free 


ly beſtows on you, in theſe. holy 
Offices, every Morning and Even- 
ing of your Lives; always remem- 
bring, that Gon will give only to 
thoſe 2h ask, be found of none, 


but t haſe who ſeek him; and beſtow 


his, Bleffings only there, where they 
— © and earneſtly implored.. 
4 bleed ir that ſervant, hom. 


Bis _ auben Be comet h Rall 


una fo doi 


Thus — dear Friends, I have 
in a few Words, offered. you my, 
Thoughts upon this uſeful and im- 
portant Subject of Family Prayer, 
and ſo recommending you, and the 
Succeſs, of this. Defign to the great 


Diſpoſes of all- Things, 


I. remai n, 
e, eruly iim 1 


Servant, 


Evonx Epowos rm 


* 
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FOR * 
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Lord, we know not what to 
pray for as we ought, O let 
thy Spirit help our Infirmities, and 
enable us at this Time to offer up a 


ſpiritual Sacrifice acceptable unto 
thee, by Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


A 


Lmighty and moſt merciful ra- 
ther, we have erred and ſtray- 
ed from thy Ways like loſt Sheep; 
we have followed too much the Devi- 
ces and Deſires of our own Hearts; 
we have offended againſt thy holy 


Laws; we have left undone thoſe 
5 Things which. we ought to have done, 
a and we have done thoſe Things which 


* Ve 
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we ought not to have done; and there 
1s no — in us; but thou O Lord 
have Mercy upon "us, miſerable Of- 
fenders; ſpare thou them O God, 
which confeſs their Faults ; reſtore 
thou them that are penitent, ac- 
cording to thy Promiſes, declared un- 
to Mankind in Chriſt Jeſu, our Lord: 
and grant O moſt merciful Father for | 
his Sake, that we may hereafter live 
a godly, righteous, and ſober Life, 

| to the wi of thy holy Name. 


ET Amen. 


ad, we beſeech thee, merci- 
fully hear our Prayers, and | 
| ſpare all thoſe who confeſs their Sins 

. unto thee; that they whoſe Conſcien- 
ces by Sin are accuſed, by thy merc1- 
ful Pardon may be abſoly ed through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


8 Lord our heavenly Father, al- 
O mighty and everlaſting God, 


| who has fafely brought us to the Be- 
E: ginning 
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ginning of this Day, defend' us in the 


ſame with thy mighty Power; and 


grant that this Day, we fall into no 


Sin, neither run into any kind of 
danger; but that all our Doings ay 4 


be ordered by thy Governance to do 


always that is righteous in thy Sight, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. A- 
men. 7 | | 


God merciful Father, that deſ- 
| piſeſt not the lighing of 4 con- 
trite Heart, nor the deſire of ſuch as 
be ſorrowful, mercifully aſſiſt our 
Prayers that we make before thee, in 


all our Troubles and Adverſities, 
 whenſoever they oppreſs us; and gra- 


ciouſſy liear us, that thoſe Evils which 


the Craft and Subtilty of the Devil, 
or Man worketh againſt us, be brought 


to nought, and by the Providence of 


thy Goodneſs, they may be diſperſ- 


ed; that we thy Servants, being hurt 
by no Perſecutions,may evermoregive - 
33 Thanks 


— 
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| Thanks unto thee, through Jeſus | 
in our EIS Amen, 1 1 


Almighty God, to whom alone 
O Wa the Iſſues of Life and | 
Death, and who by manifold Inſtan- 
ces of Mortality, doſt call upon us, 
ſeriouſly to conſider, and to prepare » 
for our own Departure,give us Grace | 
{ we beſeech thee to haſten, and not | 
delay the Time to fit our ſelves for | 
thy Favour and Acceptance, Teach 
us ſo to Number our Days, that we 
i 619 apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom ; 
j ake us duly to conſider how ſhort 
| our Time 1 is, and that there is no re- 
penting in the Grave, whither we are 
| going. O Lord we know not what 
may be to Morrow : Grant us there- 
fore Grace to ſeek, and to ſecure that 
Pardon to Day, which we may other- 
| wiſe never obtain to all Eternity. 
Hear us O Merciful God, we beſeech 
thee, and grant that while we live in 
| Ms World, we may have our Conver- 
} ſation 


— 
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ſation in Heaven; and that whenſo- | 
ever thou ſhalt be pleaſed to call us 


hence, we may be received into thy 
heavenly Habitations through the 
Merits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, 


2 by whoſe Spirit the wholeBody 
of the Church is govern'd and ſancti- 


fied, receive our Supplications and | 
Prayers, which we offer before thee, | 
for all Eſtates of Men, in thy holy |} 
Church ; that every Member of the 
ſame in his Vocation, and Miniſtry, 


may truly and godly ſerve thee. Par- 


ticularly we beſeech thee to protect 
and defend our Soveraign Lord King | 


GEORCE, and all the Royal Family; 1 


| preſerve him in thy Faith, Fear and 


Love; proſper his Reign with long 


Happineſs here on Earth; and crown 


him with everlaſting Glory hereafter. 
We beſeech thee alſo to enlighten all 
thoſe who ere in Darkneſs and Error; 

Son and Y 
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and give them Repentance to the Ac- 
knowledgment of the Truth ; that all 


the Ends of the Earth, may remem- 
ber themſelves and be turned to the 


Lord; and we may all become one 


Flock under the great Shepherd and 


| our bleſſed Saviour, and Redeemer. 


'6 A Lmighty and everliving God, we 
A. give thee moſt humble Thanks, 
that thou haſt vouchſafed to call 
us, to the Knowledge of thy Grace, 
| and Faith in thee. Encreaſe this 
Knowledge, and confirm this Faith in 


us evermore. Give us the comfort of 


thy holy Spirit, and multiply upon 


| us thy manifold Gifts of Grace; the 


| Spirit of Wiſdom, and Underſtand- 
| ing; the Spirit of Counſel, and ghoſt- 
| ly Strength; and fill us,O Lord, with 


the Spirit of true Godlineſs, through 


| Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Biſhop of our Souls, Jeſus Chriſt, bl 


4 


- 


O God 


|| tempt us, nor Opportunity allure us, 
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O God from whom every good and 
perfect Gift cometh, make thy 

ſelf preſent to our Minds; and into 
whatſoever Place, or Company ouz | 
_ Occaſions ſhall lead us this Day, O 
let the Love, and Fear of thee rule 
in our Souls, Keep us Chaſt in all 
our Thoughts; temperate in all our 
Enjoy ments; humble in our Opini- i 
ons of our ſelves; and charitable in 
all our Speeches of others. Give us 
O Lord a meek and peaceable Spir:t 
under all Provocations; make us ſin- 
cere; and faithful in our Profeſſions ; 
and fo exactly juſt, and upright in all 
our Dealings; that no neceſſity may 


+ defraud, or go beyond our Neigh- 
bours. Afford us O Lord, convent- 
ent Supplies, in all our reaſonable 
Neceſſities; make us diligent in that 
Station, and Calling wherein thou haſt 
placed us; and be thou pleaſed to give 
ſuch Succeſs to our honeſt Endea- 
vours, as thou ſeeſt moſt expedient } 


for 
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for us; and whatever may happen to 


us, by the Appointment of thy wiſe 
Providence, teach us O Lord, not to 
repine, but contentedly to ſubmit to it; 


and inall our Paſſage through this 


World, and our manifold Concerns 


therein; Suffer not O Lord our Hearts { 
to be too much ſet upon it; but let | 


them ſurely there be fix'd, where true 
s Joys are only to be found, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Lmighty God, Father of al! 


Mercies, we thine unworthy 
Servants do give thee moſt humble 
and hearty Thanks for all thy Good- 
neſs and loving Kindneſs to us, and 
to all Men; We bleſs thee for our 


Creation, Preſervation, and all the 
Bleſſings of this Life; but above all, 
for thine ineſtimable Love in the Re- 

{ demption of the World by our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt ; for the means of Grace, 
| and for the Hope of Glory. And 


we beſeech thee to give us that due 
| : Senſe 


OM pi... yy ec 


Senſe of all thy Mercies, that our 
Hearts, may be unfeignedly thank- 
ful; and that we may ſhew forth thy 
Praife, not only with our Lips, but 
in our Lives; by giving up our ſelves 
to thy Service,and by walking before 


| thee in Holineſs, 'and Righteouſneſs || 
all our Days, through Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord, to whom with thee, and 
the holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Glory World without End. Amen. 


O Alnighey and Everlaſting God, 


who doft govern all Things in q 


Heaven and Earth, mercifully hear 
the Supplications of thy People, and 


grant us thy Peace all the Days of our 
Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 


Ur Father, which art in Hea- 
ven; hallow'd be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be 


done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


Give us this Day our daily Bread. 


And 


# 
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And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, As we 
forgive them that Treſpaſs againſt 


us. And lead us not into Temptation ; 
But deliver us from Evil: For thine is 


the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 


Glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 


tection O God, we commit our 


U thy gracious Merey and pro- 
ſelves; Lord bleſs us, and keep us; 


Lord "make thy Face to ſhine upon 
us, and be gracious unto us; O Lord 
lift up the light of thy Countenance 
upon us, and give us Peace both now 
and evermore. Ame n. 


Evening 


— 


la 4 Nd 4 qv 


4 2 . by 
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EvEniNG PRAYER 


"BORA 


= we know not what to pray 
for, as we ought; O let thy 
Spirit help our Infirmities, and en- 
able us to offer up a ſpiritual Sacrifice, 
acceptable unto thee by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Let our Prayers be ſet forth in thy 
Sight, O Lord, as the Incenſe, and 
the lifting up of our hands, as an 
Evening Sacrifice. Amen. 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther ; we have erred and ſtray- 

ed from thy Ways like loſt Sheep; 
we have followed too much the De- 
vices and Deſires of our own Hearts; 
we have offended againſt thy holy 
Laws; we have left undone thoſe 
8 C eie 
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and we have done thoſe things which 


able. Offenders; ſpare thou them O 


a a godly,righteous,and ſober Life; to 


things which we ought to have done; 


we ought not to have done; and 
there is no Health in us; but thou, 
O Lord, have mercy upon us miſer- 


God, which confeſs their Faults; re- 
ſtore thou them that are penitent ; a20- 
cording to thy Promiſes declared unto | 
Mankind, in Chriſt Jeſu our Lord; 
and grant 'O moſt merciful Father for 
his Sake, that we may hereafter live 


the Glory of thy holy Name. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, 
A who hateſt nothing that thou- 


| haſt made, and doſt forgive the Sins 


of all them that are penitent ; cre- 
ate, and make in us new and contrite 
Hearts; that we worthily lamenting 
our Sins, and acknowledging our 
Wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, the 
God of all Mercy, perfect Remiſſion 
and F orgiveneſs, through Jefus Chriſt 


our Lord. Amen. 0 — 


. he gu” 
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O from whom all holy De- 


fires, all good Counſels, and all 
juſt Works do proceed, give unto thy 
Servants that Peace, which the World 
cannot give; that both our Hearts, 
may be ſet to obey thy Command- 
ments; and allo that by thee, we be- 
ing defended from the Fear of our 
Enemies, may paſs our Time in Reſt 
and Quietneſs, through the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour. Amen. 


Lmighty God, who ſeeſt that we 

have no Power of our ſelves, } 
to help our ſelves, keep us both out- 
wardly in our Bodies, and Inwardly- 
in our Souls, that we may be defend- 
ed from all Adverfities which may 
happen to the Body, and from all e- 


vil Thoughts, which may aſſault and 


hurt the Soul, through Jeſus Chriſt: 


our Lord, Amen. 


AY FE humbly beſeech thee, O Fa - 
VV ther, mercifully to look up- 
| . On. 


© 
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on our Infirmities; and for the Glory 


of thy Name, turn from us all thoſe 
Evils, that we moſt righteouſly have 
deſerved; and grant that in all our 
Troubles, we may put our whole 


Truſt, and Confidence in thy Mercy; 


and evermore ſerve thee in Holineſs 


and Pureneſs of Living, to thy Hon- 


our and Glory, through our only 


Mediator, and Advocate Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen, e | 


# 


O Lord, we beſeech thee to pro- 


tec, and defend our Soveraign 


Lord King GEORG E, and all the Roy- 


al Family; preſerve him in thyFaith, 


Fear, and Love; proſper his Reign | 


with long Happineſs here on Earth, 
and crown him with everlaſtingGlor 
hereafter, for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 


God the Creator and Preſerver 
of all Mankind, we humbly 
beſeech thee for all Sorts, and Con- 
5 ditions 
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ditions of Men, that thou wouldſt 

be pleaſed to make thy Ways known. |} 
bp them, thy ſaving Health unto | 
all. Nations. More eſpecially we pray 


for the good Eſtate of the Catholick 
Church; that it may be ſo guided and 
govern 4 by thy good Spirit; that all 


who profeſs, and call themſelves Chri- 


ſtians, may be led into the Way of 
Truth; and hold the Faith in Unity | 
of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, __ 
in Righteouſneſs of Life. Finall { 


we commend to thy Fatherly Goo 


neſs, all thoſe who are any wa ys af-. | 
flicted, or diftreſs'd in Mind, Body, | 
or Eſtate; that it may pleaſe thee to 
comfort and relieve them according to 
their ſeveral Neceſſities, giving them 
Patience under their Sufferings, and 


an happy Iſſue out of all- their Af- 
flictions; and this we beg for Jeſus. | 


Chriſt his Sake, Amen. 


E Almighty: and everla ing God 
give unto us, the Increaſe of 
C. 3 Faith, 
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| Faith, Hope, and Charity, and leave 


us not deſtitute, we beſeech thee, of 


| ſuch Gifts of thy holy Spirit, as 
thou ſeeſt neceſſary for us; nor yet 
of Grace to uſe them always to thine 
Honour and Glory, through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


O Merciful and gracious God, as 
thou art our Father, and we thy 
Children, let thy Bleſſings, we be- 
ſeech thee, deſcend and reſt, upon 
this Family now aſſembled before 
thee. Let Health and Peace, be with- 
in this Dwelling, and let Holineſs 


and Righteouſneſs dwell in our 


Hearts for ever. Give us, O Lord, 
the Ornament of a meek and quiet 
and contented Spirit, that our Souls 
may be reſigned to thy Will, and never 


dare to Murmur or Repine at thy 


Diſpenſations. Lord make us exact- 
ly careful, to render to every Man, 


his due; and grant us an univerſal | 
Charity and Compaſſion towards all 
the World. And becauſe through the 
a . Frailty 
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Frailty of our Nature, we cannot al- 
ways ſtand upright, grant us ſuch 
Strength and Protection, as may ſup- 
portus in all Dangers, and carry us 
through all Temptations, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen. 


- A Eighty God, Father of all 


Mercies; we thine unworthy 


| Servants do give thee moſt humble 
and hearty Thanks for all thy Good- 


neſs and loving Kindneſs to us, and 


to all Men; We bleſs thee for our 
Creation, Preſervation, and all the 


Bleſſings of this Life; but above all, 


for thine ineſtimable Love in the Re- 


demption of the World by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; for the Means of Grace; 


and for the Hope of Glory. And 
we beſeech thee to give us that due 


Senſe of all thy Mercies, that our 
Hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

and that we may ſhew forth thyPraiſe, 
not only with our Lips, but in our 


Lives; by giving up our ſelves to thy 


Service, and by walking before thee | 
8 Inn 
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| in Holineſs,and Righteouſneſs all our 


Days,through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
to whom with thee, and the holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory 


ZE World without End. Amen. | 
O Bleſſed Lord, the Keeper of 1ſra- || 


el, that neither ſlumbers nor 


ſleeps, be pleaſed in thy Mercy to 
watch over us this Night, keep us by 
thy Grace from all Works of Dark- 

neſs, and defend us by thy Power from 


all Dangers; grant us moderate and 


refreſhing Sleep, ſuch as may fit us 


for the Duties of thc Day follow-. 


ing; and Lord, make us ever mind- 


full of that Time, when we fhall lie 
down in the Duſt: And becauſe we 


| know neither the Day, nor the Hour 


of our Maſter's Coming, grant us. 


Grace that we may be always ready; 

that we may never live in ſuch aState, 
as we ſhall fear to die in; but that 
whether we live, we inay live unto 
the Lord, or whether we die, we may 


die unto the Lord; ſo that living and 
dying 


A 


plications unto thee; and doſt pro- 
miſe, that when two or Three are ga- 


dient for them; granting us in this 


World knowledge of thy Truth, and ; 


ing. Amen. 


Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be 


_ Give us this Day our dajly Bread. 
And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us 
And lead us not into Temptation; but 
deliver us from Evil: For thine is | 
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dying, we may be thine, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Lmighty God, who haſt given 
us Grace at this Time with one 
accord, to make our common Sup- 


thered together in thy Name thou 
wilt grant their Requeſt; fulfill now 
O Lord the Defires and Petitions of 


thy Servants, as may be moſt expe- 
in the World to come. Life everlaſt- . 
Ur Father which art in Hea- 


ven; Hallowed be thy Name, 


done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


1 
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the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
a 2 thy gracious Mercy, and 
a Protection, O God, we commit 


our ſelves; Lord bleſs us, and keep 
us; Lord make thy Face to ſhine up- 


on us, and be gracious unto us; O 


Lord lift up, the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance upon us; and give us Peace, 
both now, and evermore. Amen. 


4 Prayer for 2 fick Perſon. 


MR A a everliving God, Ma- 
ker of Mankind, who doft cor- 
rect thoſe whom thou doſt love, and 
chaſtiſe every one whom thou doſt- 


receive: ; we beſeech thee to have Mer - 
= upon this thy Servant viſited with 
1 


ne Hand; and to grant that he may 


| take his Sickneſs patiently; and re- 
| cover his bodily Health (if it be thy 
gracious Will) and whenſoever his 
| Soul ſhall depart from the Body; it 


may be without Spot, preſented unto 


thee 


] perpetual Reſt and Felicity. Grant . 
- JI this, O Lord, for the Sake of our 


Private Families. 


Amen, ONO 

APrayer for a Sick Child. 

O Almighty God and merciful 
Father, to whom alone belong 

the Iſſues of Life and Death; look 

down from Heaven, we humbly be- 


ſeech thee with the Eyes of Mer- 


cy upon this Child now lying upon 
the Bed of Sickneſs: Viſit him O 
Lord, with thy Salvation; deliver 


him in thy good appointed Time, 


from his bodily Pain, and ſave his 
Soul for thy Mercies Sake. That if it 
ſhall be thy Pleaſure to prolong his 
Days here on Earth, he may live to 
thee, and be an Inſtrument of thy 


Glory by ſerving thee faithfully, and 


doing good in his Generaiton ; or 
elſe receive him into thoſe heavenly 
Habitations, where the Souls of them 
that ſleep in the Lord Jeſus, enjoy 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Since 


th ee, through Jeſus Chr iſt Our Lor d. 


. 


Olnce my firſt Deſign in Printing 
this little Manual, I have found | 
it convenient to add the following. 
Prayers for a Perſon in his more pri- 
vate Retirements. Which (as Ido not 
take upon me to recommend to any, 
who are already better ſupply'd) ſo I 
hope, no one will cenſure me for pro- 
viding for thoſe who are under my 
Immediate Care, whoſe Wants, I am 
beſt acquainted with; And for whom 
I am to render an Account at the laſt 


Day. 
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4 Confeſſion on. 


ous Lord, who art a Conſum- 


ing Fire to all unrepenting Sinners; 


And ef purer Eyes than to behold I. 
niquity; how ſhall I, a poor ſinfull 
Creature, (who am but Duſt and A- 


ſnes, and not . to lift up mine 


„ © af 3 


Eyes. to Heayen) preſume to appear 


before thee, the great, and dreadfull 


God, ; 1 
15 with ano and Grief confeſs, 
and bewail the manifold: and great 
0 17 which I. hav 171 committed in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, againſt thy 
Divine Ma jeſty; ; daily hon that 
D Power 


0 Moſt Mighty and moſt Glori- 
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. 


af 
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power that can deſtroy me in a mo- 
ment, and flying in the Face of that 
. Mercy, that ſuſtains and ſupports me 
every Day of my Life. © | 
O Lord I Confeſs, I was born in 
Sim, and have ever fince kad a Life; 
ſuitable to that ſad beginning ; I have 
ſinn d O Lord, and Have commirted 1 
Iniquity ;1 have done wickedly, and 
| thaverxebell'd againſt thee by 3 
from thy Precepty, and frein 
Juudgments. But G thou ꝑteat L 
Sf Soufs, whithet nl u Wrerrhi, thus 
aden will Cult and Miſery go, but 
| tb the Fountain of Merèy 3 Whither 
mall he Lok but to a Göôd, Who had 
| ra Slory” in the Converſion of 3 
Sfnger, chan in tikirls Vengeance on 
. tim? 275 Be 1 £472 ; 
__- Unto-thee. 88 [ come, Or- a 
ious Lord, and with an humble and 
[ enifct nt Heart, I Aden _ mw 
Pity on ine; to par on al | 
al Follies, t K Po Vamities, and Ina 
Cretious' of my Like galt; andto fe me 
now, 
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oo  Parſmin prone. I 
Þ know, and feel in my Soul, that thou 
+ | Haſt forgiven me all my Sins. 
O Lord, lhave ng Hopes, but in 
thy Mercy, and in the Merits, of my 
Redeemer ; O Turn from me all thoſe 
Evils, that I have ſo juſtly deſerved, | 
and let me never feel the ſad Effects 
of that Anger, which my Sins have 
raiſed againſt me; But if in this 1 
know not what I ask, and thy Wiſ- 
dom ſhall ſee fit to lay upon me here, 
ſome marks of thy diſpleaſure againſt 
Sin; Yet O Lord, moſt Holy, O God 
moſt Mighty; O Holy, and moſt 
merciful Saviqur, thou moſt worthy | 
Judge Eternal, Beliver me got into 
the bitter Pains of Eternal Death. 
But enable me, I beſeech thee by the 
Power of thy Grace, ſo to renew and 
purify my Heart that I may hereafter 
dience to thee, all the reſt of my days; 
And that when thou ſhalt he pleaſed 
to take me out of this World, I may 
be found ready and prepared for my 
„ Ee 
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great Account; and be received into 
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ſervation of me this Day,(Night)and 
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T- 
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that happy and peaceful State, where 


there ſhall be no more Death, nor 
Sorrow; where all Tears ſhall be | 
wip'd from my Eyes; and where! 
| ſhallno longer Sin, againſt the great- 
eſt and beſt of Beings; Grant this O 


merciful God, thro* the Mediation, 


and for the Sake of my Redeemer Je- 1 
ſus Chriſt, | Amen. | | 


A Thankſriving. 2 


5 Moſt Gracious and Bountiful 


-Z God, who art the giver of all 


good Gifts; I, thy unworthy ſer- 
' vant, who have ſo deeply taſted of 


them, defire to render thee the Tri- 


bute of my humbleſt Praiſes for all 
the Comforts and Enjoyments which | 
thou haſt afforded me, from the Be- 


ginning of my Life, to this preſent 
Time ; For my Health, Friends, Food, | 
and Raiment ; For the particularPre- 


all 


hens bk | ww 


- 


all the other Expreſſions ofthy Good- 
neſs and Bounty towards me.. 
But above all, I deſire to bleſs thy 
great and glorious Name, O God for | 


Tt 1 = ha | FY  p_ jp_ 
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the Redemption of the World by qur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for the Means of 


Grace which thou haſt afforded me 
in this Life; and for the Hopes thou 


haſt given me of Everlaſting Happi- 
neſs in the World to come. 
Poſſeſs my Soul O merciful God 


with a due and becoming Senſe of | 
theſe and all thy other Mercies to-. 


wards me, and let my daily Experi- 
ence of thy Goodneſs, be a Means of 
renewing my Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 
ings to thee all the Days of my Life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, my HR and 


e Amen. | 


— 


7 Prayer for fond Graces. _ 


| O Merciful God, wake thy ſelf 
preſent to my. Mind, and fo go- 
vern and direct mein all the Agions | 
1 D 3 1 
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& and Deſigns of my Life, that neither 
the Corruptions of my own Nature 
nor the Flatteries and Vanities of the 
world, may ever hinder me in the diſ- 


charge of ay Duty, or draw me into 
BK 1 : 


the Commiſſion o "any Sin. 


tl FKeepme under a conſtant and awe- 5 
full ſenſe of thy Divine Preſence; for 
I know, O God, that thou art about 


my Path, and about my Bed; and ſpyeſt 
out all my Ways, and that there is not 


a word in my Tongue, but thou know— 
eſt it, and will bring me into Judg- 
ment for it, at the great day of hy 


appearing. 
Make me therefore O gracious God, 
l ] beſeech thee, diligent in all my Du- 


ties, and watchfull againſt all thoſe 
| Temptations that ſurround me inthis 
day of Tryal; endue me with a ſpi- 
rit' of Contentment and Reſignation | 
under all the diſpenſations of thy wiſe 


Providence; make me ſober and tem- 
| . perate in my Enj A and chaſt 
ada nd modeſt in my Thoughts. Enable 
me to perform all thoſe parts of Ju- 

tice, 


- 
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and bittereſt Enemies. 


| Root out of my heart O Lord, all 
Pride, and Envy, and Cenſoriouſneſs; ' 
all bitterneſs and anger, and malice ; } 
and whatever elſe is contrary to thy 


bleſſed will, and to that holy and chri- | 
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tice, which J owe to others, and give 
me ſuch Bowels of Mercy and Com- 
paſſion, that I may never fail to do all 
Acts of Charity to all Men, whether 
they be my Friends, or my greateſt ; 


ſtian Temper, which thou loveſt and 


delighteſt in. | 3 
And finally, in all my paſſage thro, } 
this world, and my manifold concerns 
therein, ſuſſer not O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, my heart to be too much ſet up- 
on it; but enable me to extend my 
Hopes, and Views into that glorious 


and endleſs ſtate that is before me, 


that l may live in a conſtant prepara- 

tion for it; and that when thou ſhalt _ 

| call me to give an account of my 

' Stewardſhip, I inay be able to do it 

4 with joy, and to ſtand before thee in 

{| that great Day, when I am to nder 
| : an 


an account, of the things done in the 


Deverkows for a 2 


body; whether they be good or Evil. 


7 Grant this O Merciful God for the 
3 ws of Jelus Chriſt. Amen, 


> FINS 4} : . 
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'4 General Interceſſi ton, 


and Prayers which I humbly 


preſume to make before thee, for the | 
W whole race of mankind. Look down I . 
beſeech thee in an eſpecial manner 
{ with the Eyes of Pity and Compaſſi- 
on, upon that Church, which thou 
ll haſt purchaſed to thy ſelf with the 
| Blood of thy beloved Son. Heal O 


Lord the breaches and compoſe the 
differences that have ſo Ne rent 
and divided it; and by thy Almighty 

power, put ſome ſtop to that | iat of 
Infidelity, and Prophaneneſs; to that 


Pride and Vanity; that bitterneſs and - 
F uncharitableneſs that have overſpread 
the face of the Chriſtian World, and 
ſeem to threaten it with the laſts and | 


en of all thy Judgments, 


Lord accept of my Supplications 


1 — gen — * 


he 
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the Removal of thy Goſpel from a- 
mongſt us. „ = i 
O Lord the Storm is riſing faſt up- 
on us; and it is not in the power of 
man toallay it; But O, thou who didſt 
once rebuke the winds and the Seas, and 
they were ſtill, be pleaſed in thy mere 


to allay this greater tempeſt. O ſpeak 


to the hearts of thy People, who are cal- 
led by thy name, and by the mighty |} 
| workingsof thy Spirit, enable them to 
| hear, and to diſcern the voice of the true 
S Eh: - 4 4-M 
Aud ſor thoſe parts of the world, 
who are yet in darkneſs, and the ſpad- 
dowof Death, O let the Light of the | 
glorious Goſpel break forthand ſhine 


upon them; that all the World may ſee, 


the ſalvation of God, and the whole 
Earth may be fill'd with the knowledge 
ofthe Lord; Thatthere may benolon- } 
ger a Soul, that ſhall be ignorant of 
the true God, nor any that ſhall blaſ- '! 
pheme the Name of the holy One; but 
that every Mouth may be a Trumpet of 
thy Praiſe; and every heart, angJAl- 
tar, 
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pes ; 


tar, where pure, and hol 
mall be offer'd unto them. 
0 Lord, thou haſt ſaid; that every 
Knee ſhall bow to Chriſt; and every | 
Tongue confeſs him; That from the 
riſing of the Sun, even unto the going 
down of the ſame, thy Name. ſhall be 
great among the Gentiles; That in thy 
own good time, all Iſrael, ſhall be ſa- 
F ved; and that at the laſt, thou wilt in 
| thy abundant Goodneſs, pour out th | | 
Spirit upon all Fleſh, O let the Wa- | 
ters proceed from thy Throne which | 
hall do this Work, and make the peo- 
ple holy; That all the World may: re- 
Joyce in the Lord, and joy in the Gd 
of their ſalvation; and that we may 
all become one Flock, under the great 
Shepherd, and Biſhop of our Souls, 
= Jeſus Chriſt. our bleſſed Saviour and 
ener. a 
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Malac. 1. 11. Lai. 44. 3. Exrek. 47. c 
Poce 2: 28 and the 3. 18. Rom: 11. f 
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I gain with joy, at the Reſurrectian of 
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, 4 was Berries. 85 : 


Thu Father. of 


ompaſſi 
amd God of Mercy, Pity, and 
relleve all thoſe who are in any kind 
of affiiction, or diſtreſs ; the Poor, the 


Sick, the Fatherlefs, and the Widow ; 


and in thy own good Time, deliver 
them out of all their troubles. 

Extend thy | Goddneſfs, I 'beſeech 

thee to all 1 Relations and Friends, 


En, Here mention ſuch as you | 


Kees them 0 Lord under the pro- 
rebtion of thy goed Providende a 
give Weltpfeck A Portion of th? Ne- 
deffarles hnd * of ithis life; tis 


chu feaſt beſt and Htteſt for them. 


$i Bswever Mu thate bepldſed 1d 
eſe e then in thIs World, Ort 
them be found of the number SN 
faithful Servants in that which i is to 
come. And tho” Death mult in 2 
ſhort Time, part us here; Yet grant 
O merciful God that we may meet a- 


the 


48 . Devotions for a. &c. | 
> the Juſt; and dwell together with 

|; theein thoſe happy Manſions of Glo- 
ry, which thou ha prepared for them 
that love thee, thro? s C nn our 
Lord; Amen. 18 


In whoſe moſt nals Name and 
Words I ſum up all my Peti- 
VB tions, as he hath taught me, 

= Our Father which art in Heaven, Ge. 
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44 . For Preſervation. 9 8 
2 190 f 

Lord God, be pleaſed in thy 
F O Mercy to watch over me this 
1 (Day, Night, ) that no Evil may hap- 
pen unto me, but that I, and mine, 
may be ſaſe under thy gracious Pro. 
| rectionthrough Jeſus Chriſt ourLord 
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